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II.   Prevention by Treatment.

The desire of the eighteenth century to prolong life by
the advancement of science was fulfilled in the nineteenth
century, along two different lines.

On the one hand, as we have seen, there arose the common-
sense school of the laymen who thought that environment was
having a determining influence on disease. To them and their
medical advisers we owe the progress of personal and public
hygiene and the revolutionary conception of preventive medi-
cine.

On the other hand, the science of healing was slowly plod-
ding forward and improving its methods for treating the great
mass of disease which the sanitarians still failed to prevent.

Sanitary science concentrated on the social wood, medical
science on the individual trees.

The state took little interest in treatment until 1865. For
this it had two good reasons. The one was that it hoped to
render treatment unnecessary by the short cut of prevention,
especially as the Benjamin of the sciences seemed to be
making more rapid progress than its elder brethren. And the
other was that treatment was being provided by a network of
philanthropic agencies, which had gradually grown up since a
London bookseller set the fashion by endowing Guy's Hos-
pital with the profits of his South Sea Bubble speculations.

One obvious way of curtailing the ravages of disease was
to treat the sufferer, not only for his own good but also for
that of the community. For the vague feeling that disease was
communicable was widely held even before it could be scienti-
fically explained. So public health acts in 1868 and 1875 em-
powered all the new sanitary authorities to provide hospitals
out of the rates, much as had been done by a few pioneering
districts for a hundred years past in their attempt to isolate
fever patients.

But this was almost immediately followed by the discovery
of the part played by various micro-organisms In the spread
of disease. Bacteriology came to the help of preventive medi-